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Treating Others with Civility
One day when I was in the university, in my final year, seated at the pavilion doing some online research for my thesis paper heard some noise coming from one of the classes. The noise was so loud that it got my attention and I had to check what was going on. I went over and found two of my classmates John and Eddy engaging in a serious argument that they nearly fought. I intervened and asked them to calm down and let each one of them express his grievances. I suggested we move far away from the class and seat somewhere under a tree. 
Eddy seemed boiling with anger. As soon as we reached under the tree, I inquired to know the bone of contention. John said that as he was studying in the hostel, Eddy came and begun smoking cigarette inside his hostel as if he did not recognize his presence. John explained that he politely asked Eddy to stop smoking as it was not only hazardous to his health but also according to the school rules, it was prohibited to smoke inside the hostels. John also proclaimed that Eddy could not listen, and furthermore he started pushing him as if he could punch. Since John did not want issues with Eddy, he walked away and went to study from the class but Eddy still followed him to class and that is when an argument arose. 
	I asked Eddy to give his version of story. Eddy posed for a while and said that it is true he smoked in the room, however, John’s way of approach was indecent to him. After hearing from both parties, I decided to mediate between my classmates without judging any of them. I did this from my Christian belief as the bible is written: "You shall never judge others as you too will be judged”. So, I knew I had to make a judgment but not on human limitations as only God’s judgments are blameless. I tried to value kindness, transparent behavior and honesty. 
So, I told both of them how everybody should be treated with dignity and fairly irrespective of their circumstances. This means no one should be subjected to torture or degraded or treated in an inhuman manner. I told Eddy that he degraded John by smoking in his presence and pushing him almost assaulting him. Furthermore, I told Eddy that by him following John to class after John had retreated was uncivilized and clearly shows you were after a fight which is never a show of civility. All of us have equal rights to freedom although freedom does not translate into infringing the freedom of others. Although we are born free, we live in a society that works due to understanding of members of the society in question. Therefore, we also need to embrace civility when treating others. 
I encouraged both John and Eddy to acknowledge that unique aspect about human is the humanity that we display since as humans, we often think and articulate thoughts. For that reason, we should be able to discern between right and wrong because of the inborn conscience. The use of conscience in evaluating every situation at hand is principal in determining how we treat and respect the dignity of one another. The virtue of dignity for others is essential in promoting a society free from violence caused implications of language, disagreement, race, color, sex, political affiliation, religion or birth. Hence, we need to embrace ethics that enhance kindness and civility when addressing one another.
In conclusion, if I had not interjected the argument, John and Eddy would have fought unnecessarily. The fight would have made them be sent home by the school administration other than the two hurting each other. But because I took such a wise action to mediate the argument ended in a peaceful way as John and Eddy cuddled one another and called the matter a bygone. I have thought over this issue and I feel I made the wisest and right choice. I would not mind making the same choice of making peace again. I will endeavor to ensure that anyone around is treated with civility expected. 
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